findings, which point to a potential antibioticindependent approach to reduce infections, are therefore welcome. Reducing adhesion of bacteria to host cells may provide new approaches to prevent, and even treat, UPEC infections 7 . Long experience and extensive study tell us that antibiotics inhibit not only pathogens but also the population of commensal bacteria in the gut. This microbiota provides a natural barrier to intestinal colonization by pathogenic bacteria, but the barrier can be compromised by antibiotic-mediated destruction of commensal microbes 8 . By contrast, antiadhesion therapies that use small molecules such as M4284 might preserve the commensals. Encouragingly, Spaulding et al. did not observe any major changes in the gut micro biota follow ing M4284 treatment. Nevertheless, as researchers study the mechanisms by which pathogens cling to our surfaces, they should also investigate how the harmless and healthpromoting members of our microbiota remain in the gut. Only through this understanding will we be able to displace the troublemakers and keep the good guys around. ■ But, as befits their famed independence, cats lived alongside humans for thousands of years before becoming fully domesticated, and the authors note that early domesticated cats were probably bred as pest-control agents, not pets.
Hea-Jin Jung
The authors identified two major cat lineages that contributed to modern domestic cats. One of these lineages first appeared in southwest Asia, spreading into Europe by 4400 bc. The other lineage, which comes from African cats, occurred mainly in Egypt, and was present in DNA samples from Egyptian cat mummies. In Ancient Egypt, the cat was a respected creature, and Egyptians worshipped a deity represented by a cat (pictured: a statue of the goddess Bastet). The African cat lineage spread throughout the Mediterranean along trade routes (perhaps because cats were kept on ships to control vermin) during the first millennium bc. Luíseach Nic Eoin 
